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Social Studies Unit Template
Adapted from the C3 Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™

	Unit Title
	A brief, descriptive name that clearly conveys the focus and big ideas of the unit.

	Compelling Question
	A conceptual, argument-driven question that connects multiple disciplines— economics, citizenship and government, geography, history, ethnic studies. It has no single agreed upon answer and focuses on issues that are relevant and engaging to students’ interests and curiosity.

	Teacher Background
	Information that helps the teacher understand the unit’s topic and content and may include considerations for classroom instruction.

	Staging the Question
	Activities that introduce students to the ideas behind the compelling question, spark interest, and provide necessary background and key vocabulary.

	Benchmarks

	Bundles typically include 3–5 benchmarks from the 2021 K–12 Academic Standards in Social Studies, representing at least two strands. List each benchmark with its full text, code, and strand.

	Supporting Questions

	Supporting questions build toward the compelling question by guiding students in exploring specific content and concepts. They emphasize explanation rather than argumentation, align to each benchmark in the bundle, and are addressed through formative tasks that develop the knowledge and skills needed to answer the compelling question.

	Formative Tasks

	Activities in which students answer the supporting questions, building the skills and knowledge needed to eventually answer the compelling question. Formative tasks grow in sophistication, focus on explanation and description, and give teachers ongoing opportunities to assess understanding through discussions, writing, source analysis, and other disciplinary exercises.

	Featured Sources

	Each formative task includes 1–3 student-facing primary or secondary sources (not lesson plans or teaching materials) that help students build understanding of the supporting and compelling questions. Students engage with these sources in ways that let them think and work like historians and social scientists. Sources spark curiosity, build content knowledge, and support students in constructing explanations or arguments. They may include speeches, maps, photographs, or data, with some benchmarks calling for specific types of sources.

	Summative Task
	Argument: At the end of each unit, students construct an argument addressing the compelling question, using specific claims and evidence from the featured sources while acknowledging competing views. The summative task builds on the knowledge and skills developed in formative tasks and can take various forms, such as an essay, speech, creative project, debate, or presentation.

	
	Extension: An optional task that extends learning or may be used in place of the summative task.

	Taking Informed Action
	Understand: Students examine the issue from the inquiry in a larger or current context.

	
	Assess: Students evaluate the relevance and impact of the issue and consider possible solutions or approaches.

	
	Act: Students demonstrate agency and take action to make a difference. Examples may include community projects, letters to policymakers, awareness campaigns, or developing projects that address issues connected to the compelling question.
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